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REMARKS 

Applicant thanks the Office for the indication that claims 7-9, 15-17, 23-25, 
and 38-40 would be allowable subject matter if rewritten in independent form to 
include all features of the base claims and any intervening claims. Applicant has 
taken the examiner's suggestion with the claim amendments specified above, and 
thereby, has placed this application into condition for allowance. 

35 USC $131 Restrictio n Requirement 


During a telephone conversation with the Examiner on 03/18/04 regarding 
restriction of claim sets in this application, the Examiner indicated that the 
following claim groupings represent two distinct or independent inventions as 
follows: 

• Group I. claims 1-25 and 32-40 drawn to a data structure manipulation, 
defining directories and assigning properties to data attributes, classified in 
class 707, subclass 101. 

• Group II, claims 26-31 drawn to a method for processing schemas, and 
expressing data type operations, classified in Class 707, subclass 103Y. 

In view of this restriction requirement, Applicant withdrew claims 26-31 
from consideration under 35 USC §1. 142(b), as being drawn to non-elected 
subject matter. Applicant also elected to pursue claims 1-25 and 32-40 for 
continued examination. 
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Claim Amendments 

Claims 1-40 were originally pending. Claims 2-8, 11-16, and 33-39 were 
amended. Claims 1. 10, and 18-32 were eaneeled. No elaims were 
added. Acoordingly, claims 2-9, 11-17, and 33-40 remain pending. These 
pending elaims represent or depend from what the examiner has already indieated 
is allowable subject matter. 

Conclusion 
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Pending claims 2-9, 11-17, and 33-40 are in condition for allowance and 
action to that end is respectfully requested. Should any issue remain that prevents 
allowance of the application, the Office is encouraged to contact the undersigned 
prior or issuance of a subsequent Office action. 

Respectfully Submitted, 


Dated: kl Ml^-t Z5^^ 



rian G. Hart 
Reg. No. 44, 421 
(303) 539-0265 x 241 

Respectfully Submitted, 
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